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ee Vet columns, leaving them to make known to their descendant. ke 4 the hostel of Fescamp, with- | | 
EYE | merable ills, sreat hardships & tribulations which Were to the inny, been known there before; for Ihave seen in the hostet o P a ih | | 
EN | ham, the ancient philosopher and the prince of ruling ae Abn, | oe University of Paris, a great stone whereon ee T iil | | 
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B : |i- to others, Moses first gave the Jews knowledge thereof; Ran ccording are set inthe courtyard wall of the house oe ic : — a — l ii i| ie 
; g n Phoenicians acquired the knowledge, & then the Greeks front sé the Trois Boittes, on rue de la Harpe, ce e O = oe E | i | Hi i: 
ae * «Annales, x1, 14. nicians. Cadmus, according to Cornelius Tacitus* ao. e Pho, Another I Lave seen near the Cordeliers, whic ao : oe | | | ‘a 
ie in the above-mentioned chapter & book, gave them to the we where a newly built house now stands, between - a ie 
oe Quintus Curtius, in his Book III], says that the inhabitants ae ` site, through which one goes to Sainct w a | AN 
= of Tyre knew & taught them before any others, when he fee the city Cordeliers, and of which half the letters can = e seen, a a | | 
E, £ t Q. Curtius, Alexander, si famæ libet credere, literas prima aut docuit, aut didicit,+ Thats Diu, they have been recarved; and the stone = = ora eee n o ji ii 5 
EA i a2: the city of Tyre, if report is to be believed, first taught or le oan [doubt not that there are many others of the same sort, w AE 
ie ERE R TE E ated letter ble to see, which are in houses here & there, concealed in the iE 
Bw | | 1, 16, Hercules, as Cicero says, in his book, De Natura Deorum, + at S not been a ; AE 
È ne | | the Phrygians. nn, who was called also Carmentis, as Chia ; ar eee soliche by in oe. Con i i| | | : 
us Ae Mie Tacitus says, took them from Greece to the Latins, St. Ge i: T a a a i i | i 
ioe martyr says that Saturn first brought them into Italy, and tauch e heand the ee eea ae a | 
oy to st hemon coins. St. Jerome narrates that E ngat hoy desired not only to conquer kingdoms and nations, but that, w y n 
SS, a S S ates Phat Esdras, after the Cap. ed laws, customs, usages, and all other excellent things, and de- Pe 
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, Mm ies > other shapes ti chatacters which the said Ficba still use tg o ko in men’s minds through their Latin letters, thinking to iin 
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x I Should like right well to say w © of thetr inventors brought them as the said Greek language is composed of letters more fitly disposed, HO 
ae into France; but we are so poor in historians and followers of well. that it is incomparably more fertile, more copious, and richer than N f | 5 
Pe made letters, that I cannot recall an author of repute who has lefta suf a as 7 Lie 
a ficient record thereof. Gaguin, however, says in the fourth book of his HE Greeks were instructors of the Latins in all manner of know- A 7 IE | a 
$ ieat chronicles of Tae that in the time of the King & Emperor Chark. ledge; witness Priscian, in the first book of his work on Grammar, an | a 
A : i i AEDS four disciples of the Venerable Bede whose names were Clay. entitled DeAccidentibus Literæ,when he says: Porro Græci quibus in omni it | l | ie 
TA AUE | dius, Joannes, Rabanus, and Alcuinus, came to Paris,and began toteach dottrina authoribus vtimur. “The Greeks; he says, ‘are our instructors *Book1, 4. The original has EINE 
ats He i letters for pay, and that at the time the University took its beginning in every sort of knowledge.’ < Postremo’ for “Porro. Hi | ! is 
P: Me But it does not follow that the making of letters and writing had not Efore Cæsar came hither & brought in his train his Latin language, Bei ! i | 
on | theretofore been practised. Long before Julius Czsar came to France, the Greek letters may have been, and in fact were, current here; in- =o S 
i. Hel the philosophers known as Druids were tn the region of Chartres, at, asmuch as, a long period of time and a great number of years earlier, as a | 
: L i | place which is still called Dreux, & gave instruction there to all comers Baptiste of Mantua says in one of the books that he wrote to narrate Hi i ! E 
ae making them learn by heart numberless thousands of letters. I canno, the life of St. Denis,when Hercules journeyed beyond Spain, tothe isles | | 
pH truly say here, or affirm, what manner of letters they taught, whether of the Hesperides, he passed through this country ;and when he was on : E | 
A Hebrew, or Greek, or Latin, or French; but it is probable that they were the island of this city of Paris,t he took so great delight in viewing the F The Le de la Cité. Oooog 
| | i $ “De Bello Gallico, vı, Greek letters, as appears from the fact that Czar speaks of them inthe country & the river Seine, that he began to build there; then, desiring HANI ie 
BM l | Bee sixth book of his Commentaries, § and that their appellation, Aout, to proceed with his enterprises, he left a company of his men-at-arms, EE l 
A | a | is Greek. I can also venture a conjecture that the Hebrew letters had who were called Parrhasians from the name of their province of Greece, 
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